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             t the core of the human factor lies the innate 
             need to survive, to thrive, and to grow in 
every possible way towards self actualisation. For 
this, humanity needs a nurturing environment; first 
a home then a community, a society, a country and 
the world. These provided in a well coordinated, 
integrated and sustainable manner. Creation of an 
enabling environment for nurturing humanity is 
at the core of the responsibilities of government in 
its mandate for development of human settlements 
which is to provide decent shelter and security of 
tenure. This is key in overall sustainable develop-
ment and human progress.
Our work is cut out as a constitutional right which 
is the right to a home as stated in Chapter 2 of the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights in the clause: There 
Shall be Houses, Security and Comfort.  Govern-
ment’s response to this clause illustrates the fact 
that there can be no family without a home. A house 
therefore becomes a basic need and key building 
block in the development of an individual, the fami-
ly, community and society.
One of the RDP’s first priorities is to provide for the 
homeless. The Reconstruction and Development 
Programme (RDP) therefore emphasised the right 

to housing and endorsed the principle that all South 
Africans have a right to a secure place in which to 
live in peace and dignity.

The overarching National Development Plan under-
lies our work with Chapter 8: Transforming Human 
Settlement and the National Space Economy, and 
Outcome 8: Sustainable Human Settlements and 
Improved Quality of Household Life as anchors to 
carrying out this responsibility.

The National Development Plan states: ‘We have 
received the mixed legacy of disparities and op-
portunity and in where we have lived, but we have 
agreed to change our legacy of conquest, resistance, 
oppression and victory. In our well designed com-
munity surroundings we feel safe.’

Guided by the principles of sustainability and 
integrated development, we have also used human 
settlements development to address other sustaina-
bility goals such as economic development, job cre-
ation, education, health and fighting crime towards 
overall building a nation.
Targeting previously disadvantaged individuals, 

we have also created entrepreneurs in construction 
including women and youth contractors; material 
suppliers and project managers. There is little room 
in the economic spectrum that is left uninterrupted 
by our human settlements development value chain.

At home in Masilo, Theunissen Our home to be proud of in Phase 4, Bloemfontein 

A

                Zamdela 4 Community Residential Unit in Zamdela, Sasolburg, replaced the old dilapidated Zamdela 4 hostel
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Our houses that replaced 2-room houses 
in Thabong, Welkom



Mme Masechaba Alinah Matlabe and Premier Magashule 
where she was the guest of the Premier at the State of 

the Province event in 2010

Previously termed hous-
ing, the human settle-
ments concept and ap-
proach to providing 
housing was introduced 
in 2009. This, in the Free 
State, brought about un-
precedented winds of 
change that led the evo-
lution from housing to 
development of integrat-
ed human settlements! 
Our houses evolved from 
the learning curve four-
wall, mainly grey brick 
structures to the current 
much bigger, differently 
designed beautiful and 
colourful homes some which are up to 100m² in size de-
pending on programmes. Military Veterans’ homes and 
homes built for Land Restitution beneficiaries that we 
also subsidise, fall within this category of larger homes. 

We have built houses and developed settlements that 
have changed the landscape of many townships and 
rural areas, contributing to the country’s achievement 
of over 4.3 million housing opportunities delivered 

since 1994, where over 20 million people 
have benefited to date around the country. 
These houses have made our people proud 
as they consistently started owning their 
own homes, cutting the shackles of contin-
ued rental. Each house, illustrating one of 
the 15 plans, stands out to emphasise the 
individuality of each beneficiary and il-
lustrating variety in our townships. These 
designs also break away from traditional 
uniformity that characterised apartheid 
planning and houses that sought to accen-
tuate the mentality of oppression and sim-
ilarity which sought to keep us oppressed 
holistically. In the context of Human 
Rights month, a home is a human right. 
This cannot just be any house; it has to be 
a decent home that also gives our people 

comfort, security and dignity. Re ya hlasela, we 
have delivered and continue to do so with 
pride and commitment!
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‘I pray that the Premier lives a long life so he can 
continue helping the poor and needy. The man has a 
heart of gold.’
These were the words of Alina Matlabe of Section A, 
Botshabelo. Ten years ago, Matlabe’s only son, Set-
jhaba and his wife Granny were murdered at Tempe 
military base in Bloemfontein where he (Setjhaba) 
was a soldier. On that fateful October morning, Set-
jhaba was transporting his wife, who was a teacher 
and Oratile, one of their two sons to school when a 
colleague took out his gun and fired several shots at 
Setjhaba and his wife, killing them before turning 
the gun on himself.
Following the tragic death of both her son and 
daughter in-law, Matlabe, who is wheelchair-bound 
after suffering from arthritis for many years, was 
now left with the difficult task of raising the couple’s 
two boys, Oratile and his elder brother Katleho then 
12 and 5 years  old. Her stress was compounded by 
the fact that before his death, Setjhaba was staying 
at the military base, and his death meant that the, 
the family was now faced with the prospect of hav-
ing to vacate the house.
“My grandchildren did not have a home of their 
own so we had to leave. Before moving in with my 
son, I had a house in Botshabelo but it was not in 
the best of conditions. However, after he died, I had 
no choice but to go back to Botshabelo. My biggest 
worry was how the boys would cope in their new 
surroundings,” Matlabe said. Indeed, her house, 
situated near Motheo Fet College, was not in a good 
state. That is when the Department of Human Set-
tlements, now under the stewardship of MEC Olly 
Mlamleli, together with the Office of the Premier, 
stepped in to assist the Matlabe family. In 2010, four 
years after the tragedy, the family was built a new 
house. Matlabe said the new five room house helped 

both Katle-
ho and Oratile, who finally had a place they could 
proudly call home. 
 “I remember reading about the presidential hotline 
and how they could assist people like me who were 
faced with the prospect of raising children in a dilap-
idated house. I immediately called them and a few 
weeks later, a call came through from the Premier’s 
Office. They told me to write a letter detailing all my 
problems. Since I could not do that due to old age 
and my disability, the officials came to the house 
and helped me with all the paper work,” Matlabe 
said. In the two months that followed, construction 
work began on the house for the Matlabe family in 
Botshabelo, and by December, the house was com-
pleted and the family moved in. “We spent Christ-
mas of 2010 in the new house and that brought me 
so much joy. 
Premier Magashule personally handed over the keys 
of our new house when it was officially opened.  He 
held both my grandsons in his hands and pleaded 
with them to study hard and promised that the gov-
ernment would pay for their studies,” she said.
Premier Magashule honoured the promise. Today 
Katleho is a second year law student at the Univer-
sity of Free State and his studies are paid for by the 
provincial government while Oratile is in Grade 8 at 
Tlotlanang Combined School in Thaba Nchu.
Matlabe said the new house and the love 
shown to her by the provincial government eased 
the pain of losing two family members. “I will never 
ever forget what the government did for me. I grew 
up in difficult times during apartheid; therefore this 
beautiful house means so much to me. I want to 
thank the Premier, the MEC as well as the staff from 
their respective offices. Most of them are young 
people, but they showed me so much respect.” Mme

Matlabe concluded.
Mme Masechaba Matlabe will forever be 
grateful that she and her grandchildren, 
who are orphans, were taken care of by

 government through this home

JOY IN THE MIDST OF TRAGEDY

    I will never 
      ever forget what 

the government
   did for me!  

“ “

Mme Masechaba Matlabe’s house in Botshabelo; a home that brought relief, 
sense of belonging and security to her family

WINDS OF CHANGE: BREAKING THE  MOULD, MAKING THE DIFFERENCE

Nic Fereirra settlement in Sasolburg CBD, addresses spatial disparities of the past



  March 2016                                                                                                                                      HLASELA NEWS

       The Free State Provincial Government - We have delivered                                 Page 3

OUR VARIOUS PROGRAMMES
From Reconstruction and Development Programme to Breaking New 

Ground through to Human Settlements Development

The Reconstruction and Development Programme of 
government led to the fulfilment of the constitutional 
mandate of providing homes to deserving beneficiar-
ies.  An unexplored territory and a learning process, 
this resulted in various houses built throughout the 
country since 1994. This was truly a learning curve 
in many ways; however with continued learning and 
determination, we made it to over 4.3 million houses 
and opportunities, benefitting over 20 million people 
in South Africa.
In the Free State, our houses have evolved from the 
initial, square four-walls, mainly grey brick houses, 
to the current bigger, differently designed and indi-
vidualised homes. The different designs that stand 
out in all of our townships emphasise the distinc-
tion from our pre 1994 settlements that thrived on 
uniformity in line with apartheid social engineer-
ing. We have since broken the mould, and built 
different houses that adorn our streets in both 
towns and rural villages. These make our people 
stand tall with pride as home owners!
Various human settlements programmes afford us 
opportunities to build different homes and acco-
modate varying needs such as rental accomoda-
tion where necessary.

INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS UPGRADING 
PROGRAMME
This programme facilitates the structured upgrading 
of informal settlements. It applies to in-situ upgrad-
ing of informal settlements and where

communities are to be relocated for a variety of rea-
sons. The programme entails extensive community 
consultation and participation, provision of emer-
gency basic services, and with development, perma-
nent services are provided with the process culmi-
nating to security of tenure. One of the settlements 
currently being developed is Vogelfontein in Bethle-
hem which will become home to the residents of Si-
lahliwe informal settlement, which too, will be devel-
oped for more residents when the current residents 
are settled in Vogelfontein. 

VOGELFONTEIN INTEGRATED HUMAN 
SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT

The people of Silahliwe and Phola Park informal 
settlements in Bethlehem will soon be home at Vo-
gelfontein. This is a well-planned integrated human 

settlements development with different housing 
opportunities; fully government subsidised hous-
es, the FLISP or bonded houses for various servic-
es for the community. Situated well within walking 
distance to the town of Bethlehem, the area will 
have its own social amenities such as halls, clinics, 
crèches, churches and schools while equally ben-
efitting from its close proximity to town - a sheer 
walking distance! The area also addresses spatial 
disparities of the past, achieving one of our goals 
with integrated approach to human settlements 
development closer to towns and places of work.

BREAKING NEW GROUND HOUSES 
- INNOVATION
The epitome of perfection, meticulousness and 

quality we aspire to accomplish in all our human 
settlements is exemplified in these houses! These 
homes are a classic case of addressing spatial dis-

parities and improving social cohesion. Situated in 
Sasolburg Central Business District (CBD), these 
have transformed the lives of some of the former 
Zamdela 4 residents for the better. 
Former hostel dwellers now have homes they can call 
their own, homes that would create decent heritage 
for their future generations. Most of the beneficiar-
ies of Nic Ferreira houses have lived in the mining 
hostel of Zamdela for most of their productive lives, 
growing old in unbearable conditions of a hostel life 
and almost accepting their fate! These houses have 
changed the situation for the better.

FICKSBURG CALEDON HOUSES 
This interdepartmental partnership between the de-
partments of Public Works and Human Settlements 
yielded outstanding, well-designed 60m² houses in 
Ficksburg; replacing the one bedroom, degrading 
and uninhabitable structures. The new houses boast 
a variety of designs, face brick, immaculate finishing 
with tiled floors, ceiling and even devils fork fences. 
Due to interdepartmental partnerships, construction 
costs were contained, leaving room for more benefits 
such as steel fence, tiled roof and floors, for well-de-
serving beneficiaries. Very different from their pre-
decessors, these valuable assets have kept beneficiar-
ies content and appreciative of a government that 
provides homes, comfort and security of tenure.

Silahliwe informal settlement
 in Bethlehem

Vogelfontein integrated human settlements 
development near Bethlehem

Caledon houses in Ficksburg
 replaced old one and two room houses

Nick Fereirra houses in Sasolburg CBD The epitome of perfection, meticulousness and quality
we aspire to accomplish in all our human settlements is exemplified in these houses
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THANDANANI IN WELKOM 
These are our houses in Matjhabeng, Welkom, a min-
ing town, which is one of the President’s Priority Pro-
jects targeted for development. Of multiple benefits 
to women, this project also forms part of the 1956 
Women March Programme targeting building 1956 
houses in honour of the women of the 1956 Women’s 
March against pass laws. Befittingly, construction 
companies employed here are women owned and 
managed; and mostly employ women and benefit 
mainly women beneficiaries in dire need of homes. 
The houses have changed the landscape of what were 
previously shacks with a few sparsely scattered hous-
es.

PHOMOLONG IN HENNEMAN
Former caravan dwellers and residents of Putswas-
tene, mainly two room houses, in Henneman have 
been given a new lease in life with houses that stand 
out in perfectly manicured streets with lights in 
School Side area. 

THABA PHATSHOA
Rows of colourful and differently designed houses in 
Thaba Phatshoa, near Tweespruit, nestled below the 
mountain, provide a tranquil feel and exude a sense 
of peace in this small old rural town. The roads are 
lined up by solar streetlights in line with our move 
towards using solar energy.

INTEGRATED HUMAN SETTLEMENTS IN 
NORTHLEIGH, VILJOENSKROON
A beautiful suburb, this is one of our first human set-
tlements developments with Breaking New Ground 

units and units meant for the gap market, subsidised 
through the Finance Linked Individual Subsidy Pro-
gramme (FLISP). This is a much welcome relief to 
those who could not qualify for bonds at traditional 
institutions such as banks nor find properties in the 
conventional market. They too can own houses and 
no longer pay endless rental fees.

HOUSES FOR THE RESTITUTION 
PROGRAMME
Ours is restoration of dignity and life, giving people 
the certainty only attained through home ownership. 
Restitution houses are part of the land restitution 
programme meant to restore land that was forceful-
ly taken from initial inhabitants and owners. These 
houses are bigger as the beneficiaries obtain addi-
tional funds from restitution programme. More of 
our restitution houses have been built in Steynsrus, 
Senekal, Lindley, Ladybrand, Harrismith and other 
towns in the Free State. The programme continues 

in the rest of the province with unrivalled determi-
nation.
HARRISMITH LAND RESTITUTION 
HOUSES
Rest! This is a befitting description for these restitu-
tion houses that form part of this picturesque area. 

One would swear that this is 
a private estate development. 
These are homes built on prime 
land for development, ensuring 
cumulative value and making 
them worthy assets for those 
previously dispossessed of their 
land and homes.
These large, meticulously built 
and beautifully designed hous-
es are meant to make up for 
years of deprivation and home-
lessness caused by the apart-
heid government. 
Our houses for land restitution 
beneficiaries in Steynsrus are 

an example of our orientation 
towards solar or alternative energy uses with solar 
panels, solar lights and solar geysers. These houses 
have brought about security of tenure to families that 
would otherwise never have had houses.

HOMES FOR MILITARY VETERANS
Similar to houses for restitution beneficiaries, these 
houses are bigger as they have an additional subsi-
dy from the Department of Military Veterans. We 
started the programme with houses built for Military 
Veterans in Bloemfontein in Batho, Rocklands and 
Loerier Park; and we are spreading to other areas of 
the province. 
The joy that these houses have brought to Military 
Veterans from various camps and military back-
grounds is unsurpassed as they too feel the apprecia-
tion for their contribution to our democracy. 
Speaking comfortably in his home in Loerier Park, 

surrounded by family after a birthday braai on Sun-
day, Ntate Meshack MM Coedie says, “It is a beauti-
ful and comfortable house in a quiet area. The yard is 
spacious and I even had vegetable garden planted for 
me!” Today, Ntate Coedie is not talking history and 
politics; he is relaxing in the veranda of a home that 
his descendents, generation after
generation, will live in forever.

RENTAL PROGRAMME: COMMUNITY 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS AND SOCIAL
HOUSING
Former hostel dwellers in Zamdela, Sasolburg, Masi-
mong in Welkom, and Merriespruit in Virginia have 
had their lives changed for the better. Also in the pro-
cess of development are Dark and Silver City Hostels, 
and Hillside View high density project in Bloemfon-
tein. 
These former hostels were enclosures, dormitories, 
long grey dilapidated buildings with shared rooms 
and facilities such as bathrooms, toilets and kitch-
ens. There was no privacy and no family life as the 

apartheid system sought to ensure that the urban 
areas became only a place of work and no comfort 
could be found here. These nurtured the migrant la-
bour system and the group areas act that regulated 
the numbers of Black Africans who could stay and 

work in towns.
Our Community Residential Units (CRUs) and Social 
Housing facilities are a force to reckon with. Masi-
mong 4, Zamdela 4, and Merriespruit Community 
Residential Units are a direct response to providing 
rental-housing and changing the lives of former mine 
hostel dwellers, and communities in which these 
have been built. 
Ensuring affordability, all CRUs are subsidised by 
the State and cater for low-income earners at various 
salary levels. They are all built within close proximity 
of the city and work place; addressing spatial distor-
tions used previously for segregation. Similarly, the 
Silver City and Dark City state of the art CRUs will 
provide sufficient accommodation for many of our 
citizens when complete.
These programmes add value to overall government 
programmes for hostel redevelopment, township re-
vitalisation and development of mining towns.

MASIMONG 4 COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL 
UNITS
Masimong 4 Community Residential Units (CRU) in 
Welkom is one of our first homes for rental by low 
income groups. Developed from old mining hostels, 
these state of the art units are a sight to be proud of. 
The CRU has various size units; bachelor, single and 
up to 3 bedroom apartments at affordable rental 
prices.

MERRIESPRUIT COMMUNITY RESIDEN-
TIAL UNITS
Just a stone throw from Welkom, the nearby Virginia 
boasts the newly refurbished Merriespruit Commu-
nity Residential Units rebuilt from old mining hos-
tels. These units will offer much-needed rental ac-
commodation for low income earners on completion.
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ZAMDELA 4 COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL 
UNITS
Towering at the entrance of Zamdela Township in 
Sasolburg, our Zamdela Community Residential 
Units has changed the landscape of Zamdela Town-
ship. This replaces the old Zamdela 4 hostel which is 
dilapidated and uninhabitable; eroding the dignity 
of our people.
When complete, Zamdela 4 Community residential 
units will provide homes to 424 families.  Adjacent 
to this is the construction of the new Breaking New 
Ground houses.

HILLSIDE VIEW INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT 
In Bloemfontein, our multifaceted high density Hill-
side View project currently in construction, targets 
integration and addresses various housing needs. 
This project will provide low cost rental accommo-
dation through Social Housing Units. Houses for the 
gap market that are finance linked, and Breaking 
New Ground Houses will conclude this integrated 
human settlements project

BRANDWAG SOCIAL HOUSING
Brandwag Social Housing Units situated in a prime 
spot in Bloemfontein provides easy access to uni-
versity, hospitals, schools, shopping complex and 
the Bloemfontein Central Business District (CBD). 
The complete Phase 1 is providing tranquillity and a 
sense of belonging in affordable homes for various 
citizens, who have described their homes as ‘tran-
quil, spacious and homely’. This is a direct opposite 
of the former flats.
When complete the complex will provide 1051 units 
of varying sizes from bachelor to 3 bedroom units.

BOKAHOSANE BA BANA HOME
Bokahosane ba Bana and Mphatlalatsane Home 
for Special Needs are two of our projects that cater 
for people with special needs. Bokhosane is a home 
for abused and abandoned children. The house is 
situated in Gelukwarts, Kroonstad and is run on a 
voluntary basis.
The home operated from a private home until the 
department provided a subsidy for construction of 
a better, bigger and more comfortable home that 
would house all the children in a homely and nur-
turing environment.

MPHATLALATSANE HOME FOR SPECIAL 
NEEDS
Based in Viljoenskroon, Mphatlalatsane Home for 
Severely Intellectually Handicapped individuals 
provides care, education, sheltered employment and 
accommodation to mentally challenged children and 
“school leavers” who are enrolled at the school.
The Free State Provincial Government provided 50 
Institutional Subsidies for construction of Com-
munal Housing Units that would house Severely 
Intellectually Handicapped “school leavers” and 
their supervisors.

RURAL HOUSING 
The village of Maqhekung in Qwa-Qwa was a village 
of 2 room houses, now the area has rows of beau-
tiful, differently designed 2- 3 bedroom houses; a 
real transition. In the nearby Makholokoeng village, 
another rural housing development project had a 
construction training opportunity for young wom-
en. These were skilled in various areas of housing 
construction and participated in building houses in 
Makholokoeng village. 

HOUSES FOR FARM WORKERS 
Our farm workers subsidy programme has provided 
decent homes with basic services for farm work-
ers. These are indeed a thousand times better than 
conventional farm worker houses. Wilhemina farm 
houses are a sterling example of one of our houses 
for farm worker. We also provide off-farm housing 
subsidies for qualifying farm workers who prefer to 
live off the farm.

TOWNSHIP REVITALISATION
The province is also rebuilding old and dilapidated 
homes for qualifying beneficiaries especially the 

elderly and aged as part of Township Revitalisation 
Programme. This programme gives beneficiaries 
houses that are secure, dignified and homely.
These are some of our programmes that cater for 
various housing needs of Free State citizens.

FINANCE LINKED INDIVIDUAL SUBSIDY 
PROGRAMME
FLISP is a government housing programme that 
provides subsidies to the gap market. Nomzamo 
Khoba told us about her dream house that she is in 
the process of acquiring through FLISP. Nomzamo 
Khoba, a 24 year young lady, who hails from Free 
State’s Botshabelo C2 Section, tells a story of how, 
not only through her quest to become a home owner 
but also through the assistance of the Department 
of Human Settlements and the Free State Develop-
ment Corporation (FDC), her dream was fulfilled. 
Her dream of owning a house came through the Fi-
nance Linked Individual Subsidy Program (FLISP). 
FLISP was developed by the Department of Human 
Settlements to enable sustainable and affordable 
first time home-ownership opportunities to South 
African citizens and legal permanent residents earn-
ing between R3 501 and R15 000 per month.  
For many South African aspirant home owners, 
owning a house becomes a far-fetched dream due 
to the imbalance of the country’s economy. Nomza-
mo knows the feeling. As an employee and also a 
part-time student at the time, she felt the brunt 
of not qualifying to get assistance to own a house. 
Staying at home meant travelling  more than 50 
kilometres to work every day and having to create 
time to study,  was taking its toll on her. The idea of 
purchasing a house sprung but, unfortunately, due 
to financial constraints she did not qualify. “Earlier 
this year, which is now 2 years later, my salary scale 
improved. The bank was about to approve my home 
loan. I then told a colleague of mine, who told me 
about FLISP. I did some research about it and told 
my boss who instead discouraged me to take the 
bank loan but rather visit FDC,” said Nomzamo. 
The research about FLISP changed the tables and 
Nomzamo’s dreams became a reality. The FLISP 
National Office sent her the form and after approv-
al of her loan, she then went to FDC offices where 

the loan approved by FLISP was added to with the 
remaining balance to purchase the property. “All 
I would like to say to the young people out there 
is that, through assistance of government, I am 
now one of the youngest home owners. To all those 
aspiring to own homes, set your priorities straight. 
Instead of folding your arms and waiting for things 
to fall on your lap, make all means to go to the 
offices relevant to enquire and ask for help”, said 
Nomzamo.

Bokahosane ba Bana home for abandoned 
and abused children. 

Nomzamo Khoba, FLISP beneficiary

Houses such as these in Northleigh could be 
purchased through FLISP

Maqhekung in Qwa-Qwa  
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WE HAVE MADE THE DIFFERENCE, WE HAVE CHANGED LIVES

RE A HLASELA - WE HAVE DELIVERED

President Jacob Zuma and Premier Magashule handing over
houses to beneficiaries at Nic Fereirra, Sasolburg

Premier Magashule and MEC Mlamleli handing 
over houses in Thandanani, Welkom

Premier Magashule handing over 4 bedroom, 100m² houses in QwaQwa

 Inside one of the Welkom houses that replaced the 2 room houses,
Premier Magashule and MEC Mlamleli showing Mme Winnie Mandela the

 much admired newly handed over 5 room house

MEC Mlamleli with one of the child-headed household beneficiaries in 
Welkom, former 2 room houses

Premier Magashule greeting ntate Meshack 
Coedie outside his home in Lourier Park, 

Bleomfontein, before the handing over ceremony
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WE HAVE MADE THE DIFFERENCE, WE HAVE CHANGED LIVES

RE A HLASELA - WE HAVE DELIVERED

Premier Magashule handing over 4 bedroom, 100m² houses in QwaQwa

 Inside one of the Welkom houses that replaced the 2 room houses,
Premier Magashule and MEC Mlamleli showing Mme Winnie Mandela the

 much admired newly handed over 5 room house

Premier Magashule greeting ntate Meshack 
Coedie outside his home in Lourier Park, 

Bleomfontein, before the handing over ceremony

 Premier Magashule and MEC Mlamleli greeting an elderly beneficiary before handing over in 
Thandananai, Welkom

In Phelindaba, a beneficiary appreciates Premier Magashule and MEC Mlamleli’s presence
before the handing over of his new house

Premier Magashule and EXCO handing over houses to Wilhemina Farm workers during Operation Hlasela



The Free State Provincial Government launched   the 
rebuilding of 2-room houses into 5-room houses in 
2013. This was coincidentally the year of the 100th 
anniversary of the 1913 Land Act. The much awaited 
change by 2-room dwellers arrived; a change that saw 
the progressive end of life in two room houses: a kitch-
en-cum living room-cum bedroom-study and-all, a 
shared bedroom, and in some cases a toilet inside. This 
makes a total of about 27 m² of what would be a home 
for a family. Just as the 1913 land act sought to enclose 
our people in small pieces of land, the two room hous-
es equally confined our people over the years. They 
deprived our people of the dignity of owning a home, 
comfort and privacy that a home must afford a family.
These houses were designed to match the restrictions, 
limitations and intent of the apartheid era; they were 
meant for individuals and not families. These were 
apartheid architecture meant as part of apartheid 
spatial and social engineering for the ultimate goal of 
conditioning Africans to see themselves as limited and 

never to break from this mentality 
which was reinforced in every way possible.
The migrant labour system following the Land Act that 
was meant to take away all self reliance, and the tax 
imposed on our people, forced them to seek work in 
the big cities, where they lived in these houses as mi-
grant workers. The houses were to be constant remind-
ers of the difference between home and work, and that 
one day when work is done, the workers would have to 
go back home where they belonged, in the rural areas 
of South Africa.
The 2-room houses, just like the entire apartheid 
system, created a mentality of restriction, of self-lim-
itation, and of poverty and inferiority. The two room 
houses have deprived our people of the dignity that 
owning a home should afford a family– privacy, 
comfort and sense of pride and belonging, a sense of 
individuality. 
This was the be all and end all of apartheid system; 
confinement! 

Thabong, Heidedal, Phelindaba, Bluegumbosh, Parys 
and throughout the Free State have been changed 
forever! This change was brought about by rebuild-
ing these into decent homes. The recently completed 
5-room houses in the province are making a much 
desired impact, having replaced 2 or 1 room houses. 
The new houses which have 2 bedrooms, a lounge, 
kitchen, and a full bathroom with beautiful fittings 
have left beneficiaries lost for words. In addition, these 
houses have ceiling, solar geysers, tiled floors in some 
and are a truly inviting sight and a sigh of relief to 
those families that lived in unbearably crammed and 
undignified houses all these years. 
In contrast to their predecessors, these houses raise 
the value of neighbouring private houses. In Tha-
bong, Welkom, the area formerly called ‘Ditworu-
mung’ (2-rooms) is appreciatively called by others as 
‘Dilounung’ meaning ‘bonded or loan houses’ due to 
their beautiful designs, spaciousness and finishes!
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THE END OF 2 ROOM HOUSES – 
RESTORING DIGNITY

Phiritona, Heilbron: The reality of 2 room houses that are being 
replaced with 5 room houses throughout the province

On the driver’s seat: Premier Magashule demolishing a 
2 room house, making way for a decent house

These new houses in Schonkenville, 
Parys, replaced 2 rooms

Heilbron now boasts these beautiful 
homes with solar geysers

Our new houses in Heidedal, 
replaced former 2 room houses 

Differently designed 5 room houses that replaced 2 room houses in Heidedal, Bloemfontein
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FOR MANY YEARS, MOIPONE MAINE (64) AND 
her family found themselves squashed in a 2 room-
house in Bloemfontein. Maine and her family of 
six, consisting of her son Pakiso, daughter in-law 
Nontsokolo and four grandchildren had to share 
this house, which appears to be a strong wind away 
from complete collapse, in Freedom Square, Bloem-
fontein. Having left Ladybrand, Maine arrived in 
Freedom Square and stayed in a shack. Her situa-
tion improved slightly two years later when the then 
government built her the two room house she and 
her family have been staying in. “It was not easy 
staying in this house with all the family members. 
There are seven of us in a two room house, so you 
can imagine how difficult it has been for us. 
There was absolutely no privacy and it was humiliat-
ing,” Maine said. 
Having married into the family more than 18 years 
ago, Nontsokolo said from her wedding night, she 
and her husband slept in the kitchen while her 
mother in-law slept in the other room with the chil-
dren. “We’d move the table and chairs to one side, 
and sleep on the floor. Then in the morning, my hus-
band and I would wake up and make space for the 
children to boil water and get ready for school. Then 
my husband would also get ready, which meant 
mama would have to leave the house to give him 

some privacy. Even our youngest child, who is only 
five years old, also had to leave to afford his father 
room to bathe,” she said.
Unbeknown to Maine and her family, plans by the 
provincial government were already underway to 
build the family a new house. On 05 February 2016, 
Premier Ace Magashule, accompanied by his Execu-
tive Council including MEC Mlamleli who is re-
sponsible for Human Settlements, descended on the 
township where they officially handed the Maines 
keys to their new house – a two bedroom house 
which also has a kitchen, a bathroom and lounge.
Prior to the visit by the high powered delegation led 
by Premier Magashule, Maine said she had “inkling” 
that after many years, her family would finally get a 
decent house. “In December, ntate Thuso Motaung 
came and said that the Premier wants to build us a 
house. Although I was happy with what he told me, 
I was careful not to get overly excited. We had been 
staying in the house for 20 years so it was difficult 
to believe that suddenly, things would change,” 
she said. But they did. The house was built and the 
family moved in. 
Another recipient was Mohau Smile, a 24 year-old 
man who, just like the Maines, stayed in a two room 
house with family members. Smile, the eldest in the 
family of five, stays with two brothers, Sabata and 

Tseko, while two others stay with their grandmother 
at Chris Hani informal settlement.
Their parents have since died.“I don’t think the 
Premier knows how much joy he has brought to us. 
It was not good living in the two room house. We 
bathed and cooked in there. Also, when it rained, 
the house would get flooded, so this new house is 
much appreciated. I wish the Premier could also 
build houses for other deserving families,” Smile 
said. There were seven other families who were ben-
eficiaries of newly built houses in the township.The 
Premier lamented the state of the two room houses, 
saying it was unacceptable that people lived in such 
conditions. 
Addressing the community later in the day, Premier 
Magashule said, “After seeing the old (two room) 
houses, we saw it fit to build new houses for these 
families. People cannot live in such conditions. We 
are going to destroy all 2 room houses and make 
sure that our people live in better houses. I promise 
that we are going to build more houses; all that I am 
asking for is your patience”.
He promised residents that deserving families will 
also get houses. He again emphasized that those 
who have houses must look after them and leave a 
legacy for their future generations. 

HOME FOR MME MAINE

The new 5 room houses that replaced uninhabitable 2 room 
houses in Tweespruit

Premier Magashule talking to mme 
Maine and her daughter-in-law 

Nontsokolo at their new home. MEC 
Mlamleli and MEC Mashinini also 

congratulated the family on 
receiving a new house 

A dream come true: Nontsokolo Maine and 
her family sitting in the lounge of their new

 5 room home watching television

The province’s new 5 room houses that
 replaced 1 door, 2 room houses in 

Bluegumbosch

One of the different designs of the new 5 room 
houses that replaced 2 room houses in

 Phiritona, Heilbron
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Human Settlements and the National  
Development Plan

We have contributed to South Africa’s over 4.3 million housing opportunities delivered since 1994, 
where over 20 million people have benefited.

The Global Habitat Agenda Goals and Principles em-
phasise among others, ‘the imperative need to improve 
the quality of human settlements, which profoundly 
affects the daily lives and well-being of our peoples. 

There is a sense of great opportunity and hope that a 
new world can be built, in which economic develop-
ment, social development and environmental protec-
tion as interdependent and mutually reinforcing com-
ponents of sustainable development can be realized ... 
towards improving the quality of life of the peoples of 
the world.’ www.unhabitat.org/declarations/habi-
tat_agenda

South Africa’s National Development Plan through 
its focus on Transforming Human Settlement and the 
National Space Economy is aligned to the aspirations 
of the United Nation’s Habitat Agenda Principles, and 
targets that which humanity yearns for - a sense of be-
longing, a home. The introduction to this chapter sums 
up our history and current status of human settlement 
development. 

 “Where people live and work matters. Apartheid 
planning consigned the majority of South Africans to 
places far away from work, where services could not be 
sustained, and where it was difficult to access the bene-
fits of society and participate in the economy.

A great deal of progress has been made since 1994, but 
South Africa is far from achieving the Reconstruction 

and Development Programme (RDP) goals of break-
ing down apartheid geography through land reform, 
more compact cities, decent public transport and the 
development of industries and services that use local 
resources and/or meet local needs. Despite reforms to 
the planning system, colonial and apartheid legacies 
still structure space across different scales.” National 
Development Plan
The Free State Provincial Government has worked 
diligently, consistently and innovatively over the years 
contributing to this goal using human settlements de-
velopment as a tool for achieving other developmental 

goals such as creating employment and skills develop-
ment towards addressing sustainability issues.  

ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT
NDP: This plan provides a detailed and holistic 
approach to the task; covering education, infra-

structure, rural development, health care and social 
protection, among other issues. But most critically, to 
eliminate poverty, South Africa has to raise employ-
ment. This can happen only if the economy grows 
faster and in ways that draw in the historically disad-
vantaged.

Our various human settlements development pro-
grammes provide jobs and develop skills where previ-
ously there would have been none. Leaning on women 
empowerment, and exceeding national scale in this 
regard, we have had over 1/3 of our housing construc-
tion budget allocated to women. We have a sizeable 
number of women contractors who have been in this 
business for over 10 years and still growing sustainably 
in the industry. Construction of houses in Thandanani, 
Thabong, Theunissen and in various areas of Bloem-
fontein is managed by these women contractors. 

ECONOMY INFRASTRUCTURE – THE FOUN-
DATION OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

NDP: South Africa needs to invest in a strong network 
of economic infrastructure designed to support the 

country’s medium and long-term economic and social 
objectives. This economic infrastructure is a precon-
dition for providing basic services such as electricity, 
water, sanitation, telecommunications and public 
transport, and it needs to be robust and extensive 
enough to meet industrial, commercial and household 
needs.
Since change of orientation from housing to integrated 
human settlements and improved quality of household 
life, human settlements development has emphasised 
more on consideration of space or suitable location 
and infrastructure such as roads, access to basic elec-
tricity, water and sanitation. Development of human 
settlements has also included amenities that address 
other human needs such as health facilities, economic 
opportunities, education, transport and more. Our 
province has committed that all human settlements 
development projects must be preceded by installation 
of infrastructure, and no house would be built without 
infrastructure and functional basic services. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY - AN 
EQUITABLE TRANSITION TO A LOW-CARBON 
ECONOMY

NDP: Coordinated planning and investment in infra-
structure and services that take account of climate 
change and other environmental pressures, provide 
South Africans with access to secure housing, clean 
water and decent sanitation, and affordable and safe 
energy, making communities more resilient to the 
impacts of climate change and less socioeconomically 
vulnerable. 

Climate change has rooted us out of the comfort zone 
of a stable and predictable environment. We progres-
sively add solar energy as part of our settlements, 
wind energy and alternative water sources (catching 
rain water for agriculture and home use). Some of our 
houses have been built from sand stone rocks; local 
material readily available in our localities. 
This is also another form of job creation in rural areas 
where sandstone is mined and shaped into bricks. 
Lesser use of cement credits our carbon foot print. 

Zuma Park in Maokeng, Kroonstad, is one of our human settlements built within
close proximity if the town of Kroonstad

Diyatalawa Agrivillage, environmental 
sustainability in progress
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This is also another form of job creation in rural areas 
where sandstone is mined and shaped into bricks. 
Lesser use of cement credits our carbon foot print. 
In Vrede, we are piloting a project for alternative build-

ing technology which has to date yielded 28 units that 
use concrete slabs, timber boards and concrete to build 
walls. The units are built faster, yielding more units 
in lesser time. Due to less time spent on construction, 
more units are completed in lesser time, resulting in 
faster delivery and savings in overheads.

AN INTEGRATED AND INCLUSIVE RURAL 
ECONOMY

NDP: Since 1994, the main challenge for rural devel-
opment has been marginalisation of the poor. Com-
bating this required changes in access to resources 
(land, water, education and skills), and improved 

rural infrastructure and other government services.
Our human settlements development programmes 
have reached the rural communities of various parts 
of our province. QwaQwa, Makholokweng and Thaba 
Nchu are some of the areas that have benefitted from 
government’s rural development programmes. Here 
we also contributed to economic development through 
our partnerships in interdepartmental programmes 
like the agri-village of Diyatalawa, and construction of 
houses which contributed to employment. 
Diyatalwa is a successful agri-village flagship project 
based on the principles of integrated sustainable rural 
development where sustainability issues such as solar 
energy sources and water harvesting are used as part 
of everyday life. The agri-village has bigger and better 
houses due to additional subsidy.

POSITIONING SOUTH AFRICA IN THE 
WORLD
NDP: In order for South Africa to achieve its national 
goals of eradicating poverty, lowering inequality, cre-
ating jobs and making the transition to a resilient low 
carbon economy, foreign relations must be driven by 
the country’s domestic economic, political and social 
demands, as well as our regional, continental and 
global obligations.

We are part of the United Nations Millennium Devel-
opment Goals and the Habitat Agenda to name a few 
world development agendas. Human Settlements by 
their nature are a primary nurturing base for human-
ity. Shortage or lack of homes has affected develop-
ment in many countries, and contributed to poverty, 
joblessness, poor education and overall poor or lack of 
development of a nation.
We may not have reached the Guinness Book of Re-
cords yet, however it is a known fact that South Africa 
is one of the few countries in the world that provides 
totally free houses to some of its citizens. Citizens that 
earn below R3500 ($291) per household qualify for a 
fully subsidised government home, which they own. 
A trendsetter in providing fully subsidised homes, 
we contribute to the world’s Millennium Develop-
ment Goals by reducing homelessness and improving 
settlements. Our eradication of informal settlements 
programme and overall provision of human settle-
ments contributes to the world’s eradication of slums, 
of backyard dwellers as we address the overall picture 
of homelessness thus paving the way for stability and 
growth.

TRANSFORMING HUMAN SETTLEMENT AND 
THE NATIONAL SPACE ECONOMY 

NDP: Where people live and work matters. Apartheid 
planning consigned the majority of South Africans to 
places far away from work, where services could not 

be sustained, and where it was difficult to access the 
benefits of society and participate in the economy.

Since 2009, in line with the national govern-
ment’s outcomes approach to human set-
tlements, our approach to housing became 
human settlements development. We viewed 
providing a house not as an isolated ser-
vice, but as an integral part of development 
therefore making our work integrated into 
the overall developmental issues including 
addressing spatial disparities for positive 
impact on socio economic development. 

Our homes, initially built far from cities and 
places of work, meant costly living for ben-
eficiaries, supporting the apartheid spatial 

system of segregation and therefore disadvantaging 
our people. We translate space into economic freedom, 
and economic contribution when we integrate our 
development of settlements with other services, and 
build these within close proximity of cities, closing 
buffer zones meant to separate town from township 
and therefore keep races apart. Thus, our settlements 
are meant to achieve multiple goals of among others, 
building the economy, contribute to social cohesion 
and integration towards building a nation that we all 
desire - an economically thriving rainbow nation. 

IMPROVING EDUCATION, TRAINING AND 
INNOVATION 
NDP: The single most important investment any 
country can make is in its people. Education has 

intrinsic and instrumental value in creating societies 
that are better able to respond to the challenges of the 
21 century... Too few South Africans work, the quality 
of school education for the majority is of poor quality 
and our state lacks capacity in critical areas. Despite 
significant progress, our country remains divided, 
with opportunity still shaped by the legacy of apart-
heid.

A shelter, a home (property), forms part of the second 
key basic needs in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. A 
child that lives in a decent home has a better chance of 
development, growth and prosperity. Children who live 
in our homes have a good foundation and would thrive 
more at schools than those that live in shacks, far away 
from schools and services. Our interviews with former 
occupants of shacks and 2-room houses bear witness 
to the fact that children learn better in an environment 
where they have space. In a shack or 2-room house 
shared by a family of six or more, children sleep on the 
floor, under the tables and are affected by these con-
ditions which in turn have an effect on their academic 
performance and overall wellbeing. 

Access to a secure home, basic services such as elec-
tricity, water, sanitation, roads, total protection from 
elements, and an overall sense of dignity, all contribute 
to an assertive child who can focus better in their stud-
ies and grow to be a member of society to which they 
would contribute positively.

PROMOTING HEALTH
NDP: The environment in which people are born, grow 
up, live and work can affect their health negatively. 
This includes exposure to polluted environments, 
inadequate houses and poor sanitation. How well the 
health system functions can determine the success in 
the treatment of disorders, and the longevity and quali-
ty of life of the population.
A home is a foundation for overall good health and 
wellbeing of an individual, a family, community and 
society. No nation can grow from homelessness. A 
home is a foundation for building a healthy nation 
hence our homes are targeted at restoring dignity 
while providing homely environment for individuals 
and families to grow. Our homes grow and shape our 
nation.

SOCIAL PROTECTION
NDP: The National Planning Commission discusses 
fifteen interconnected but distinct problems facing the 
country. To address these, the commission focuses on 
two overarching goals: to eradicate poverty and re-
duce inequality. These goals can be achieved by build-
ing capabilities that enable individuals to take part 
in the formal economy and in other parts of society. 
Working towards this would enable a better appreci-
ation of how social security, social welfare, education, 
health, housing, energy and transport policy can be 
coordinated to benefit individuals and communities, 
as well as the economy.
Our homes form a basis for social protection both at 
a basic family and individual level, and at community 
and public level. An integrated approach to human 
settlements development ensures that other aspects 
of society that contribute to building a nation such as 
education, economy and health are addressed.

BUILDING SAFER COMMUNITIES
NDP: Personal safety is a human right. It is a nec-
essary condition for human development, improved 
quality of life and enhanced productivity. When com-
munities do not feel safe and live in fear, the country’s 
economic development and the people’s well being are 
affected, hindering their ability to achieve their poten-
tial. This is acute in the case of women, who are more 
vulnerable and less likely to achieve their potential in 
unsafe environments. 

Well planned human settlements

Phumelela, Vrede

Our sandstone Land Restitution houses in 
Matwabeng, Senekal, combines beauty with 

environmental consciousness

Harrismith land restitution houses. Our 
houses contribute to achievement of the

 development goals of the world.

One of our 100m² houses with 4 bedrooms
 in QwaQwa

School side in Hennenman
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 ‘In our well-designed community surroundings we feel 
safe everywhere.’ NDP Vision 2030

Our integrated approach to human settlements con-
tributes to building safer communities. Our plan-
ning which includes services such as town planning, 
electricity, streets and roads, allows for easy access of 
police and other government services such as ambu-
lances. In contrast to an informal settlement that is 
unplanned, these services reach our people with ease 
and provide quicker assistance where needed. 

 A home protects us from elements such as crime and 
gives us stability. Well grounded individuals feel safe 
and confident within themselves, and would necessar-
ily not be disposed to committing crime. An environ-
ment that is cared for, a decent home is presentable 
and dignified and would not nurture a criminal mind.

We are contributing to national and global goals, we 
have touched many lives, and we have created homes 
and are creating a future we can be proud of. The Free 
State does have a good story to tell.

Hlasela News reporter Morena Lephepelo caught 
up with Kopano Francis Khasemene (25) who tells 
a beautiful story about his personal encounter with 
the Free State Provincial Government. Khasemene, 
now a Marketing Management graduate from the 
Central University of Technology (CUT) is a typical 
example of a child-headed household. 
This young man of Botshabelo L sec-
tion got an early introduction to adult-
hood in 2009 when he lost his father: 
the only parent and bread winner. He 
suddenly found himself faced with the 
mammoth task of providing for himself 
at the age of 15. Chased out by the pre-
vious owner of the house he had come 
to call home over the past fifteen years, 
Khasemene found himself loitering in 
the dusty streets of Botshabelo with 
very little hope.
His interaction with public servants 
landed him at the doorsteps of the De-
partment of Human Settlements, where 
he learned that the house he called 
home was in fact under a home loan 
taken by his father before he passed 
away. The department took it upon it-
self to assist Khasemene in paying up the loan after 
hearing this young man’s cry. The financial insti-
tution was approached, information was gathered 
and an assessment of the property was done. The 
Department of Human Settlements subsidised the 
outstanding amount based on the value of the house 
and today Khasemene is a proud home-owner. 
”Without the intervention of the Free State Provin-
cial Government I wouldn’t be who I am today. Not 
only did government provide me with shelter but 
also helped to shape my character and what I have 
become today. This government became my parent 

through its many institutions”, said Khasemene. 
His academic performance improved drastically 
after being assisted with getting his house back after 
years of struggle and uncertainty. It did not only 
end there as he was also awarded a full-time study 
bursary by the Premier’s Office which covered for all 
his academic and well-being needs. 

“Today I can proudly say I am a child of the Free 
State Government and I owe everything I have to it”, 
said Khasemene.
This young man is one of many beneficiaries of the 
individual housing subsidy awarded by the Free 
Department of Human Settlement, with the sole 
purpose of improving people’s lives through proper 
and dignified housing, consistent with the constitu-
tion of the country as captured in the Bill of Rights. 
The Department of Human Settlements prides itself 
for having transformed and touched the lives of so 
many across the Free State province. 

HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROVING A BETTER TOMORROW

FROM RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT TO BREAKING NEW GROUND ...

THE STORY OF INTEGRATED HUMAN SETTLEMENTS IN THE FREE STATE PROVINCE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

In the beginning .... pre-1994 The dawn of hope,1995...

Reaching out...

Agri village... Masimong CRU...

Restoring dignity...

The change... Evolution to better homes – 2009 and beyond...

Breaking New Ground... Military veterans...

Bigger, better houses...
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