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Inroduction 
At the core of the human factor lies the innate need to survive, to thrive, and 

to grow in every possible way towards self-actualisation. For this, humanity 

needs a nurturing environment; first a home then a community, a society, a 

country and the world. These provided in a well-coordinated, integrated and 

sustainable manner. Creation of an enabling environment for nurturing 

humanity is at the core of the responsibilities of government in its mandate for 

development of human settlements which is to provide decent shelter and 

security of tenure. This is key in overall sustainable development and human 

progress. 

 

South Africa being the only country in the world that provides totally free 

houses to its citizens, it caters for those who earn below R 3 500 per household 

for they qualify for a full subsidised government home which they will own. 

Our work is cut out as a constitutional right which is the right to a home as 

stated in Chapter 2 of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights in the clause: There 

Shall be HousŜǎΣ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ 

illustrates the fact that there can be no family without a home. A house 

therefore becomes a basic need and key building block in the development of 

an individual, the family, community and society. 

 

Over the years, we have built houses that have changed the landscape of many 

townships and rural areas. Our houses stand out, adding value and making 

families proud. We have changed lives.  

 

To date we have provided homes, created jobs, provided skills in construction 

and contributed to the economy of our province and the country. Targeting 

previously disadvantaged individuals, we have also created entrepreneurs in 

construction including women and youth contractor development. There is 

little room in the economic spectrum that is left uninterrupted by our human 

settlements development value chain. 
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1 
What is the difference between RDP 
and Government Subsidised 
Housing?  

 
Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) is a South 

African socio-economic policy implementation by the government of 

President Nelson Mandela in 1994. 

The programme oversaw many major advances in dealing with South 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΥ 

¶ Housing 

¶ Clean running water 

¶ Sanitation 

¶ Electricity 

 

Subsidised Housing is a programme that affords a beneficiary to 

acquire a house that is built and provided by the government 

through a government subsidy. These houses are commonly referred 

to as Ψw5t IƻǳǎŜǎΩ. 
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Maqhekung Houses in Qwa-qwa, Free State. 

Brandwag Social Housing in Bloemfontein, Free State. These are 

rented out to individuals who earn low income. 
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2 
Who qualifies for a Government 
House? 
 

To qualify you must: 

¶ Be a South African citizen. 

¶ Be contractually capable. 

¶ Be married or habitually cohabit with a partner. 

¶ Be single and have financial dependents. 

¶ Earn less than R 3 500.00 per month per household. 

¶ Be a first time government housing subsidy recipient. 

¶ Be a first time home owner. 

¶ Single Military Veterans without financial dependents. 

¶ Single aged persons without financial dependents. 
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3 
What are the essential documents 
That I must have to qualify? 

 
!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ Ωǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 

¶ AǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Řocuments for married couples 

or partners 

¶ Birth certificates of children 

¶ Proof of income if working (Salary Slip) 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 
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4 
Where can I apply for a  

Government Housing Subsidy? 

 
¶ Provincial Department of Human Settlements 

¶ Local Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Municipality 
Housing Section 
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5 
How long must I wait on the Housing 

Needs Register for a housing 
subsidy? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Housing Needs Register are 

managed and determined by each 

municipality, and each municipality 

the waiting period differs. Housing 

development normally takes place 

within a planned and prioritized 

process where the local conditions 

dictate what area should receive 

assistance first.  

 

You must also remember that 

housing developments take time ς 

normally at least two years before a 

house in a new area is ready for 

occupation. 
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6 
What fees ς if any - am I going to 

pay when applying for a government 
subsidised house? 
 
No fee is charged. 

 

However people are being made to pay. Should they be asked for a 
fee or bribe they must call the following lines: 

Help Desk:   051 403 3379 / 051 403 3392 

Anti-Corruption Line:  051 403 3417 / 051 405 4730 
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7 
If I applied in Free State for a 

housing subsidy and have been 

approved, can I apply and get it in 
Gauteng? 
 
No, remember that you can only get a subsidy once. So if you have 
not acquired a house in Free State you may apply anywhere in the 
country. However, you would have to wait your turn again in the 
new area where you have applied, as that area will also have a 
Housing Needs Register. If you had benefited before and apply 
elsewhere the Housing Subsidy System (HSS) will show your status, 
meaning you cannot cheat the system. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


